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How did Main 
Street fare in 
August?



Compared to July, the number of employees working 
decreased in August by ~4%

Main Street Health Metrics1

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to April 2021)

3
1. Major dips due to major U.S. holidays

2. Dates represent the BLS reference week for each month
Source: Homebase data



All states except three saw declining employment in 
August, indicating nation-wide impact of COVID-19 on jobs

1. Average of July 11th – 17th vs August 8th – 14th | Note: Regional averages weighted by population, based on 2019 estimates from US Census
Source: Homebase data

Percent change in employees working
(Mid July vs. mid August using April 2021 baseline) 1

Southeast
-5.6%

Southwest
-3.2%

Far West
-2.5%

Plains
-3.5%

Rocky 
Mountains

-3.6%

Great Lakes
-3.2%

New England
-2.3%

Mideast
-2.9%
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https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-state-total.html


States that ended add’l benefits early continue to see slower 
employment compared to those that maintained benefits

1. Average of July 11th – 17th vs August 8th – 14th | Note: Segment averages weighted by population, based on 2019 estimates from US Census
Source: Homebase data

Percent change in employees working
(Mid July vs. mid August using April 2021 baseline) 1

Ended additional COVID-19 unemployment benefits early
-4.3%
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Did not end additional COVID-19 unemployment benefits early
-3.1%

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-state-total.html


All top 50 MSAs except two saw declining employment in 
August, indicating that the Delta variant is impacting jobs

1. Average of July 11th – 17th vs August 8th – 14th

Source: Homebase data 6

Percent change in employees working
(Mid July vs. mid August using April 2021 baseline) 1



Entertainment and hospitality industries decreased 
employment by ~35% and ~20% respectively since July peaks
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Change in employees working
(Mid July vs. mid August using April 2021 baseline) 1

Change in employees working2

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to April 2021) 1

1. Average of July 11th – 17th vs August 8th – 14th

2. Major dips caused by major U.S. holidays
Source: Homebase data

Other Industries Entertainment Hospitality



How has Homebase data been validated? 

•

•

•

•

https://www.centralbanking.com/central-banks/financial-stability/7668906/james-bullard-on-the-feds-policy-review-fsoc-and-forecasting-jobs-data
https://www.stlouisfed.org/on-the-economy/2020/august/recent-covid19-us-employment-slowdown
https://news.yale.edu/2020/07/27/yale-study-finds-expanded-jobless-benefits-did-not-reduce-employment
https://www.lebow.drexel.edu/news/real-time-data-show-covid-19-led-60-decline-leisure-hospitality-and-retail-employment
https://www.brookings.edu/bpea-articles/covid-19-and-labor-markets/


Methodology and definitions
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Contact us



https://joinhomebase.com/data


